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FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

Florida State University is one of the most respected research and 
learning institutions in the country, earning the Carnegie Foundation’s 
highest designation for significant research activities. We are home to 
many nationally ranked programs, including the sciences, arts, business, 
communication, and law, which means you have extensive choices 
and unique opportunities. At Florida State, you will find the ideal 
balance between a rigorous academic environment and a community 
of dynamic and caring teachers and learners from across the globe. 

From libraries to laboratories, FSU provides a student-centered education 
that inspires academically motivated, intellectually curious, and socially 
conscious students. The result is leaders who think both critically and 
creatively, and who invest in their communities, as well as their careers. 

Warm. Beautiful. Friendly. We are more than just a place where classes are 
taught and innovations are born. We are a place where you will be challenged 
to turn research into discovery, inspiration into opportunities, and ideas into 
action. Located in Florida’s capital city, FSU provides unmatched access to 
policy makers who are shaping the future of Florida, the nation, and the world. 
It’s all here at Florida State University and we invite you to be a part of it.

At Florida State you will discover your passion, define your future, 

and develop your full potential as an outstanding scholar, citizen, 

and leader. Come Find Your Fire at Florida State University.
Location: Tallahassee, Florida, the 

state capital (population: 266,000)

Founded: 1851, the oldest 

continuous site of higher 

education in Florida

Setting: Urban, mid-size 

city in northwest Florida; 

Sub-tropical climate

Character: Comprehensive, 

Research, Traditional, Residential, 

Public, and Coeducational

Enrollment: 40,416 total students 

from all 50 states, the District of 

Columbia, and over 125 countries; 

31,418 undergraduates; 55% female; 

29% minority; 4% international

Faculty: 2,031

Class Size: 76% of our classes 

have fewer than 40 students

Freshman Retention Rate: 93%

Six-Year Graduation Rate: 74%

Colors: Garnet and Gold

at a Glance

Lake Ella State Capitol



The Westcott Building and Fountain 

are located on the oldest continuous 

site of higher education in Florida.  



A classic example of Gothic architecture, 

Dodd Hall was built in the 1920’s and served 

as the original library.  Note the inscription 

over the doors: “The half of knowledge 

is to know where to find knowledge.” 
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Learn more, do more in 
the Honors Program 
where exceptional first-time 
students benefit from an 
enriched curriculum and 
experiential learning projects.

Achieve more with the help 
of the staff of the office 
of national Fellowships 
who will mentor you to 
compete for prestigious 
scholarships/fellowships. 
In the last six years, FSU 
students have won more than 
80 nationally competitive 
awards, including: three 
Rhodes scholarships; three 
Truman scholarships; five 
Goldwater scholarships; 
seven Hollings scholarships; 
three Pickering fellowships; 
and 38 Fulbright grants.

learn from the best, 
including Nobel laureates, 
Pulitzer Prize winners, 
Guggenheim Fellows, 
members of the National 
Academy of Sciences and 
American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, and more.

Create noteworthy, 
collaborative research projects 
with the help of our office of 
Undergraduate research.

Expand your horizons 
by getting involved with 
the Center for Global 
engagement and look 
through a window to 
the world without ever 
leaving campus.

Flex your mental muscles 
by joining a Freshman 
interest Group where 
together, with other like-
minded freshmen, you’ll take 
core classes and explore the 
learning culture at FSU.

Find your passion and declare 
your major by working 
with our award-winning 
academic advisors.

Study all night long at “Club 
Stroz” – Strozier library 
puts seven floors of state-
of-the-art technology and 
educational resources at 
your fingertips 24 hours 
a day. You have access 
to group-study rooms 
equipped with smart boards 
and floor-to-ceiling white 
boards (and even writable 
walls), individual study 
rooms, free laptop checkout, 
free textbook rentals, free 
tutoring, and a 24-hour 
Starbucks café (eat and drink 
anywhere you please!).

Excel in the areas of 
Leadership, Internship, Service, 
Globalism, and Research and 
you too can be honored by the 
prestigious Garnet and Gold 
Scholar Society at graduation.

Create positive change 
through the Center for 
leadership and Civic 
education’s service-learning 
initiatives that will make you
a better citizen, leader,
and person.

Choose from more than 150 undergraduate 
majors which provide you with an 
outstanding depth and breadth of choices. 



SEMINOLE STUDENT LIFE
Get Involved – From the Accounting Society and International Business Association to the “TermiNole 
Velocity” Skydiving Club, choose from more than 500 student organizations, or start your own!

Soak in the rez
Relax at our 73-acre 
lakefront property where 
you can swim, canoe, kayak, 
and picnic with friends.

Stay Fit at the leach
Take advantage of our huge 
recreational facility: indoor 
track overlooking an indoor 
Olympic-size pool; extensive 
cardio, strength, and weight-
lifting equipment; basketball 
and racquetball courts; 
whirlpools, and more.

Find your College Home
Be in the heart of the action 
by living in one of the 14 
on-campus residence halls. 

Be Captivated
Marvel at the FSU 
Flying High Circus, one 
of only two collegiate 
circuses in the country.

achieve Success
Room with other freshmen 
who share similar academic 
interests in our Living-
Learning Communities. 

Chow down
Pick from multiple meal 
plans on campus so there’s no 
need for grocery shopping, 
cooking, and cleaning, and it’s 
AYCE every day of the week! 

Get competitive at 
the rec SportsPlex
Get your game on at the 
single-largest collegiate 
outdoor recreational facility, 
which hosts flag football, 
basketball, soccer, wallyball, 
dodgeball, and many 
other intramural sports.

Catch a Free Movie
Be entertained by 
independent, foreign, and 
blockbuster films in the 
Student Life Cinema.

Get in on the action
Be a loud and proud 
Seminole! Cheer on our 
18 NCAA Division I 
teams, members of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
(ACC). Go ‘Noles! 

learn about our 
international Programs
See the world Seminole-
style: Cheers! in the U.K.; 
Hola! in Spain or Panama; 
Ciao! in Italy. We have 
more than 20 study centers 
located all over the world.

explore oglesby 
Student Union
Enjoy comedy and karaoke 
at Club Downunder, 
bowling and billiards at 
Crenshaw Lanes, as well as 
painting and photography 
classes at the Art Center.

Feel the rhythm
Experience the sounds of The 
Marching Chiefs, the largest 
collegiate band in the world.
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Soaring 31 feet into the sky, this bronze sculpture 

of Chief Osceola and Renegade is a tribute to the 

indomitable spirit of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

The spear is lit the night before home football 

games and other significant athletic events.



GETTING STARTED

1. Apply online at https://admissions.fsu.edu/undergradapp/.

2. Submit official high school and all college/university
(dual enrollment) transcripts.

3. Submit official ACT (#0734) and/or SAT (#5219) 
results for every test taken. (Applicants taking the 
ACT must also submit the ACT writing test.)

4. Contact the academic department directly if majoring 
in dance; film; music; nursing; or theatre.

(Please note that letters of recommendation are not required 
and will not be used in the decision-making process.)

All information used to make an admission decision 
must be received by the published deadlines. For detailed 
information about admission requirements, go to
http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/.

accepted Freshman Profile:
3.6-4.2 academic GPA; 25-29 ACT composite; 
1730-1960 SAT total

accepted Honors Profile: 
4.2-4.5 academic GPA; 29-32 ACT composite; 
1970-2120 SAT total 

top 10 Florida Counties: 
Broward
Miami-Dade
Palm Beach
Hillsborough

top 10 States, excluding Florida:
Georgia 
New Jersey 
Virginia 
New York 
 
top 10 Majors: 
Biological Science 
Business 
Political Science 
Engineering 

Orange
Pinellas
Duval

Seminole
Leon
Brevard

North Carolina 
Illinois 
Maryland 

Texas 
Pennsylvania 
Massachusetts

Psychology
Communication 
International
Affairs

Exercise Science 
Criminology 
Music

October 17, 2011

January 18, 2012

December 14, 2011

March 14, 2012

Decisions Available 
Online:

Applications & All Supporting 
Documents Received By:

Freshman notification dates

FSU is ranked among the 
top 50 public universities 
according to U.S. News 
and World Report.

FSU is declared a “Budget 
ivy” university by the 
Fiske Guide to Getting 
into the Right College. 

FSU is home to the national 
High Magnetic Field 
laboratory with the most 
powerful magnets on Earth.

FSU has one of the world’s 
oldest, largest, and highest 
ranked schools of music, where 
Ellen Taaffe Zwilich, the first 
woman to win a Pulitzer Prize in 
music, graduated and remains 
a current faculty member. 
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Financial assistance

Florida State offers admission to students on a “need-blind” 
basis. Your ability to pay has no bearing on our admission 
decision. To apply for need-based aid, you must complete the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), located at 
http://financialaid.fsu.edu/. Although no award can be made 
until a student is offered admission, students and families are 
strongly encouraged to complete the FAFSA in early January.

Scholarships

All admitted students are automatically considered for merit-
based scholarships, regardless of financial circumstances. 
A separate application is not required. Because scholarships 
are limited, students with strong academic records should 
apply to the University by our october 17 deadline.
 
For information about University scholarships go to
http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/finances/scholarships.cfm.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

* Estimated costs cover two semesters (15 hours per semester).

** FSU has a mandatory health insurance policy for new students admitted to the 
University. The cost represents the annual individual premium for domestic students. (The 
premium for international students is $1,601.) Costs of meeting this requirement will be 
included in financial aid considerations. Students who currently have health insurance 
may show proof of comparable coverage and may not be required to purchase the 
University policy. Refer to http://studentinsurance.fsu.edu/ for additional information.

2011-2012 academic year Basic Costs 

Tuition / Fees*

On-Campus Housing

Food (Meal Plan)

Books / Supplies

SUBTOTAL

Health Insurance**

TOTAL

$5,825

 5,424

 3,900

 1,000

$16,149

 1,455

$17,604

FLORIDA 
RESIDENTS

$20,992

 5,424

 3,900

 1,000

$31,316

 1,455

$32,771

NON-FLORIDA
RESIDENTS

FSU is one of the best 
values among universities 
in the country according 
to The Princeton Review.

FSU has the no. 1 ranked 
criminology program in 
the country according to 
the Journal of Criminal 
Justice Education.

FSU has the best record 
of undergraduate students 
winning more top national and 
international awards than any 
public university in Florida.

Hispanic Business magazine 
ranked the Florida State 
University law school 
the sixth best in the 
nation for Hispanics.
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ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES
College of Arts
And sCienCes
Actuarial science
Biochemistry
Biological science
Biological Science

Cell and Molecular Biology
Ecology, Evolution, and

Environmental Science
Marine Biology
Physiology and Neuroscience
Plant Sciences
Preprofessional Health Sciences
Zoology

Biology/FSU–Teach
Chemical science
Chemical Science
Chemical Sciences/FSU–Teach
Chemistry
Chemistry
Environmental Chemistry
Classics
Classical Archaeology
Classical Civilizations
Classics and Religion
Greek and Latin
Computational Biology
Computational Biology

– Biology
Computational Biology

– Computer Science
Computational science
Computer Criminology
Computer Criminology

– Computer Science
Computer science
Computer Science
Computer Science (BA)
east Asian languages

and Cultures
Chinese/Business
Chinese and Japanese
Chinese Language and Culture
Japanese/Business
Japanese Language and Culture
english
Creative Writing
Creative Writing with an

Emphasis in Business
Editing, Writing, and Media
English/Business
Literature
environmental science
Environmental Science
Environmental Science and Policy
french
French
French/Business
French and German
French and Italian
French and Russian
French and Spanish
french and francophone studies
geology
german
German
German/Business
German and Italian
German and Russian
German and Spanish
greek
History
interdisciplinary Humanities
Humanities
Women’s Studies

italian
Italian
Italian/Business
Italian and Russian
Italian and Spanish
latin
Mathematics
Applied and Computational

Mathematics
Biomathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics/FSU–Teach
Meteorology
Applied Geosciences/FSU–Teach
Meteorology
Middle eastern studies
Philosophy
Physical science
Physical Science
Physical Science/FSU–Teach
Physics
Physics
Physics and Astrophysics
Psychology
religion
Religion
Religion and Classics
russian
Russian
Russian/Business
Russian and Spanish
spanish
Spanish
Spanish/Business
statistics

College of Business
Accounting
Business Administration
Entrepreneurship
finance
Management
Human Resource Management
Management
Management information 

systems
Marketing
Marketing
Professional Sales
real estate
risk Management – insurance

College of 
CoMMuniCAtion
And inforMAtion
Communication
Advertising
Media Production
Media/Communication Studies
Public Relations
Communication science

and disorders
information technology
Information Communication

and Technology
Information Technology

College of CriMinology
And CriMinAl JustiCe
Computer Criminology
Computer Criminology

– Criminology
Criminology

College of eduCAtion
early Childhood education
elementary education
english education
social science education
special education
Exceptional Student Education
sport Management
Visual disabilities
Visual Disabilities Education
Visual Disabilities Studies

College of engineering
Chemical engineering
Chemical – Bioengineering
Chemical – Biomedical Engineering
Chemical Engineering
Chemical – Environmental

Engineering
Chemical – Materials Engineering
Civil engineering
Civil Engineering
Environmental Engineering

– Civil
Computer engineering
electrical engineering
industrial engineering
Mechanical engineering

dedMAn sCHool
of HosPitAlity
Hospitality Management
Hospitality Management
Professional Golf Management

College of HuMAn sCienCes
Athletic training
Clothing, textiles, and

Merchandising
Retail Merchandising

and Product Development
dietetics
exercise science
family and Child sciences
food and nutrition
Food and Nutrition Science

College of Motion
PiCture Arts
Motion Picture Arts
Animation and Digital Arts
Motion Picture Arts - Production

College of MusiC
Music education
Choral Music Education
Instrumental Music Education
Music Education
Music – liberal Arts
Commercial Music
Jazz
Music – Liberal Arts
Sacred Music
Music Performance
Brass

Guitar
Harp
Music Theatre – Music
Organ
Percussion
Piano
Piano Pedagogy
Strings
Voice
Woodwinds
Music theory and Composition
Music Composition
Music Theory
Music therapy

College of nursing
nursing
Nursing
Nursing (Accelerated BSN)

College of soCiAl 
sCienCes And 
PuBliC PoliCy
African-American studies
Asian studies
Asian Studies
Asian Studies/Business
economics
Applied Economics
Economics
geography
Environmental Studies
Geography
international Affairs
Political science
russian and east european

studies
social science
sociology

College of soCiAl Work
social Work
Social Work
Social Work (BSW)

College of VisuAl Arts,
tHeAtre, And dAnCe
dance
graphic design
History and Criticism of Art
Art History
interior design
studio Art
Studio Art
Studio Art (BA)
theatre
Acting
Musical Theatre – Theatre
Theatre

grAduAte And
ProfessionAl studies
Florida State offers over 200 graduate 
degree programs, as well as professional 
degrees in Law and Medicine.
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key
All degrees are in garnet type. Majors or tracks within degree 
programs are in black type. For the most up-to-date listing of 
undergraduate programs and majors, refer to
http://admissions.fsu.edu/apply/majors.cfm.



The Torches crowning Legacy Fountain depict 

Florida State’s century-old guiding philosophy of 

Vires, Artes, Mores (Strength, Skill, Character).  

These are the core values that our students, 

faculty, and staff strive to exemplify.



Experience Seminole Spirit

This document is available upon request in alternative format for individuals with print-related disabilities. Find Your FireTM

Choosing the right college is a big decision. And while 
brochures, websites, and virtual tours are great – there’s nothing 
like stepping foot onto Florida State’s campus to experience a 
dose of Seminole spirit. We are located in Tallahassee, Florida’s 
capital city, nestled among rolling hills and majestic oaks with 
beautiful salt and freshwater beaches nearby. The campus is 
the epitome of a prestigious university steeped in tradition 
with soaring brick towers, flowing fountains, and expansive 
greens. But it’s our warm, inviting atmosphere that makes 
us unique. You really have to experience it to believe it. 

This is your invitation to come and explore Florida State 
University. By car, we are conveniently located off I-10, 
and, by plane, the Tallahassee Regional Airport is mere 
minutes away. You also have the option of flying into 
the Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport, 
located near Panama City, less than two hours away. 

Can’t visit? Join us throughout the year as 
we host CollegeWeekLive Chats. Be sure to 
visit our website for dates and times.

We hope you will visit soon!

To schedule a visit, obtain directions, or download a

self-guided walking tour, please go to: http://visit.fsu.edu/.


